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UNCLAS LONDON 13095 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK 

SUBJECT: BRITISH BY-ELECTIONS, NOVEMBER 8 

1. SUMMARY: BY-ELECTIONS ARE TAKING PLACE TODAY FOR FOUR 
PARLIAMENTARY SEATS, THREE HELD BY THE CONSERVATIVES AND 
ONE BY LABOR. THE LIBERALS NEED TO TAKE AT LEAST ONE OF 
THE SEATS TO KEEP UP THE MOMENTUM OF THEIR REVIVAL. THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL BE LOOKING ANXIOUSLY BUT NONE TOO HOPEFULLY 
FOR SOME SIGN THAT VOTER DISSATISFACTION HAS PEAKED. 

ITS OVERALL MAJORITY IN THE COMMONS, CURRENTLY SIXTEEN, WILL 
REST BETWEEN TWELVE AND EIGHTEEN, DEPENDING ON THE OUTCOME OF 
TODAY'S VOTING. END SUMMARY 

2. FOUR PARLIAMENTARY BY-ELECTIONS, THE FIRST SINCE THE LIBERALS' 
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SPECTACULAR TWIN VICTORIES IN JULY. ARE BEING HELD TODAY. THE 
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CONTESTS ARE A MIXED LOT; HERE ARE THUMBNAIL SKETCHES OF 
EACH: 



3. BERWICK-UPON-TWEED - THIS SEAT HAS BEEN VACANT SINCE LORD 
LAMBTON'S RESIGNATION LAST MAY. THE LIBERALS ARE FAVORED 

TO WIN ALTHOUGH THEIR CANDIDATE RAN THIRD AND POLLED ONLY 22 
PERCENT OF THE VOTE AT THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION. (THE 
CONSERVATIVES POLLED 51 PERCENT.) IT WOULD BE A SIGNIFICANT 
ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE LIBERALS TO OVERCOME THIS MARGIN. 
NONETHELESS, IT IS A MEASURE OF THE EXPECTATIONS AROUSED BY 
THEIR RECENT SUCCESSES THAT ANYTHING LESS THAN VICTORY WILL 
BE REGARDED AS A SERIOUS SETBACK TO THEIR GENERAL REVIVAL. 

4. HOVE - THIS SEASIDE RESORT WITH ITS HIGH PROPORTION OF 
MIDDLE-CLASS OLD-AGE PENSIONERS HAS LONG BEEN ONE OF THE 
SAFEST TORY SEATS IN THE COUNTRY. IN A STRAIGHT TWO-WAY 

FIGHT WITH LABOR AT THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION, THE CONSERVATIVE 
CANDIDATE POLLED 69 PERCENT OF THE VOTE. THE LIBERALS, WHO 
DID NOT EVEN CONTEST THE SEAT IN 1970, HAVE MOUNTED A MAJOR 
CAMPAIGN AND ARE EXPECTED TO COMPILE AN IMPRESSIVE VOTE. 

THE GOVERNMENT'S MIDDLE EAST POLICY IS LIKELY TO COST THE 
CONSERVATIVES SOME JEWISH VOTES, AND A NATIONAL FRONT 
CANDIDATE WILL SIPHON OFF SOME RIGHT-WING VOTES. NONETHELESS, 
THE LATEST POLLS INDICATE THE CONSERVATIVES WILL HOLD HOVE. 

ANY OTHER OUTCOME WOULD BE AN UNMITIGATED DISASTER FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT. 

5. EDINBURGH NORTH - THIS THIRD CONSERVATIVE SEAT IS UNDER 
SIEGE FROM LABOR. LIBERALS, AND SCOTTISH NATIONALISTS ALIKE. 

ALL OF THEM FANCY THEIR OWN CHANCES, BUT BARRING A GREAT UPSET, 
THE ENERGETIC CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATE SHOULD RETAIN ENOUGH OF 
HIS PREDECESSOR'S SUPPORT (53 PERCENT IN 1970) TO SQUEAK HOME. 

6. GLASGOW GOV AN - TO DEFEND THIS WORKING CLASS STRONGHOLD 
(60 PERCENT IN 1970), LABOR HAS SELECTED AN ARDENTLY 
LEFTIST, 60- YEAR OLD PARTY HACK. HIS STRONGEST CHALLENGE IS 
EXPECTED TO COME FROM THE SCOTTISH NATIONALISTS. THE LIBERAL 
EFFORT NEVER GOT OFF THE GROUND, AND THE CONSERVATIVES HAVE 
NO CHANCE. 

ANNENBERG 
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